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WESLEY COLLEGE ART STUDY TOUR TO ITALY, 1997

PROPOSED ITINERARY

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

Melbourne - Rome

Arrive Rome

Pompeii (Day trip)

Rome - Siena (via Sant' Antimo)
Volterra and San Gimignano (Day trip)
Siena - Florence (via Castellina)
Florence

Florence

Florence - Assisi (via Pienza and Montepulciano)
Assisi

Assisi - Urbino (via Gubbio)

Urbino - Bologna (via Ravenna)
Bologna

Bologna

Bologna - Venice (via Padua)

Venice

Venice

Venice - Bologna (via Vicenza)
Bologna

Bologna

Bologna - Rome (via Bomarzo and Viterbo)
Rome

Depart Rome

Arrive Melbourne

O/NIGHT

Transit
Rome
Rome
Siena
Siena
Florence
Florence

Florence

Assisi
Assisi
Urbino

Bologna
Bologna
Bologna
Venice
Venice
Venice

Bologna
Bologna

Bologna
Rome

Rome

Transit



WESLEY COLLEGE ART STUDY TOUR TO ITALY, 1997
PROPOSED ITINERARY

The tour will commence in Rome, where the students will be introduced to the art and
architecture of Roman Antiquity with visits to the Pantheon, the Colosseum, the Capitoline
Museums and the Forum. A tour to the Ancient city of Pompeii will occupy the second day
and present students with a glimpse of everyday life during the Roman Empire. On Day 3,
the tour will travel north through Tuscany as far as Siena. En route we will stop at the
beautiful abbey church of Sant'Antimo, one of the finest Romanesque buildings in the
region. Siena is an ideal place to gain an understanding of life in a Medieval city, and its
Cathedral is a fine example of Gothic architecture. Siena will also provide students with an
introduction to the other worldly charms of Sienese painting and its great master, Duccio.
On Day 5, the students will visit the fortified Medieval hill town of Volterra, with its
strong Btruscan heritage and well preserved Roman ampitheatre. A detour on the return
journey to Siena will take us to the picturesque hill town of San Gimignano, with its
distinctive Medieval towers. Here there will be extended time for sketching and
photography.

The following morning will see the tour move further north to Florence, travelling
through the famous wine making region of Chianti.. The students will spend the next two
days in Florence surveying the art and architecture of the Early Renaissance. Special
attention will be paid to the architectural work of Brunelleschi, the sculpture of Donatello
and Michelangelo, and the painting of Masaccio and Fra Angelico. On Day 9, the tour will
leave Florence and travel south to view two gems of Renaissance idealism - the town
centre of Pienza, and the church of Madonna di San Biagio at Montepulciano. Then we will
travel east into Umbria until reaching the delightful hill town of Assisi, the birthplace of
St.Francis. The morning of Day 10 will include visits to the Basilica di San Francesco, to
study the fresco cycle by Giotto, and to St.Francis' forest hermitage. The afternoon will be
set aside for the students to explore their own visual responses to this magical place.

The next stage of the journey will take us north into the Umbrian hills as we wind our
way into the region of the Marches and our next destination, Urbino. En route we will
visit the tough Medieval town of Gubbio, and then pass through some stunningly beautiful
valleys as we approach the splendid hill town that was home to one of the most enlightened
courts of the Renaissance. The following day the students will travel east to the coastal
resort town of Pesaro, then the tour will move north into the Emilia-Romagna region.
After a break at Ravenna, where we will view the impressive Byzantine mosaics in San
Vitale, we will head inland again towards the major centre of Bologna. At Bologna we will
be met by students from the local "Liceo Artistico”, with whom we will stay for the next
three nights. During our time in Bologna the students will attend some classes at the
school, but will have ample free time to experience life in a thriving Italian city.

On Day 15, we will leave Bologna and travel north towards the mighty Po River and the
Veneto region. Our first stop will be at Padua, where we will inspect the Arena Chapel and
its marvellous cycle of frescos by Giotto, but our major objective will be Venice. During
our sojurn in this unique city the students will become acquainted with its fascinating
history, and be introduced to the characteristic art and architecture of the Venetian
Renaissance. The tour will also include a boat trip to the historic islands of Murano,
Burano, and Torcello. Opportunities will of course be provided for students to record their
impressions of this most inspiring of cities!

On Day 18 we will depart Venice for Vicenza, stopping to view several of the Villas
designed by the influential 17th Century architect, Palladio. In Vicenza we will also visit his
wonderful Teatro Olimpico. From here the tour will return to Bologna for three further
nights in the homes of the local students and their families. The final stage of the journey
will involve a return to Rome to enjoy the splendours of the Baroque period, but a detour
en route will allow the students to visit two of the most distinctive Italian gardens near the
town of Viterbo. Day 22 will be spent in Rome visiting St.Peters, the Vatican museum and
several other Baroque landmarks. The following day we fly out of Rome and back to ’
reality!
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