
Introduction to the life and work of Richard Wagner with a par-

ticular focus on Tristan und Isolde. The evolution of Wagner’s 

operatic output is considered within the context of the 19th 

Century musical world. His writings are briefly discussed  - par-

ticularly his notion of a gesamtkunstwerk and the significance 

of the Festpielhaus at Bayreuth is noted. Wagner’s approach to 

musical structure, his use of leitmotivs and his treatment of the 

orchestra are explained and demonstrated with reference to 

Tristan. The prelude and several scenes and passages from 

the opera are considered in detail. 
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