
An introduction to the extraordinary life and achievement of the Rus-

sian theatre director Vsevolod Meyerhold. Written out of history dur-

ing Stalin’s tyrannical regime, Meyerhold has emerged in recent dec-

ades as a major figure in 20th Century theatre. His work as an actor 

and radical director of plays both old and new, his bold experiments 

with acting technique and stage craft, his relationship with Stanislav-

sky and collaborations with Mayakovsky and others are considered 

against the volatile backdrop of his country’s turbulent 20th Century. 
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