
Introduction to the life and work of Giuseppe Verdi with a      

particular focus on his late masterpiece Otello. Verdi’s long 

career is outlined and the evolution of his operatic style 

traced with the use of several extracts from representative 

works.  Background to the creation of Otello is provided and 

the process of Verdi’s collaboration with his librettist, Boito, is 

explored. How does a Five Act Jacobean tragedy become a 

late 19th Century Italian opera? Key scenes and passages 

from the opera are presented and analysed. 
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