
Introduction to the life, times and philosophical method of the Greek 

philosopher Socrates. A portrait of the philosopher is constructed 

using the available evidence and the social, intellectual, religious 

and political life of 5th Century Athens is described. The pioneering 

achievements of the Pre-Socratic philosophers are discussed and 

Socrates’ philosophical method is considered in relation to contem-

poraries such as Pythagoras and the Stoics. Plato’s dialogues are 

introduced and excerpts from key works are examined. Socrates’ 

trial and execution are described and his legacy discussed.   
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