Fidelio
Opera in 2 Acts
1814

Introduction to the world of Romantic Opera. Explores its ori-
gins in the “rescue operas” of Revolutionary France and the
“magic singspiels” of Germany before tracing its evolution in
these countries to Berlioz, the Parisian Grand Opera, Weber
and early Wagner. Meanwhile in Italy, Rossini laid the basis
for others such as Bellini, Donizetti and the young Verdi to

shape lyrical tragedies and full blooded musical melodramas.

Extracts from representative operas by the leading compos-
ers are provided and discussed and the various voice types
that develop during the period are considered.
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