
Introduction to Opera Seria, the popular operatic form of the 

late 17th and early 18th Century. The lectures trace the major 

developments in European music theatre from the first public 

opera performances in Venice in the 1630s and the work of 

Cavalli, through to Mozart’s essays in the Seria genre. The 

primary focus is on the work of Handel and his years in Lon-

don. The phenomenon of the castrati superstars is consid-

ered and the “opera wars” that took place between rival com-

panies is discussed. Handel’s opera Giulio Cesare is treated 

in some detail and  several arias and scenes are analysed. 
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