
An introduction to Shakespeare’s perennially popular Tragedy of King 

Richard III. Provides an outline of the events and leading players in the 

Wars of the Roses and places Richard in his historical context. Considers 

Shakespeare’s characterization of the King in relation to his sources and 

the historical evidence. Richard’s motives and means are discussed and 

key scenes are used to promote discussion. Various contemporary con-

cepts inherent in the work are explained and a brief production history of 

the play in production is provided, with particular focus on actors who 

have portrayed the eponymous villain. 
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….and frame my face to all occasions

I think there’s never a man in Christendom

Can lesser hide his love or hate than he,

For by his face you straight shall know his heart

Lord Hastings, Act 3.4

…much it joys me too

To see you are become so penitent.

Lady Anne, Act 1.2

Alas, why would you heap this care on me?

I am unfit for state and majesty.

I do beseech you take it not amiss,

I cannot nor I will not yield to you.

Richard, Act 3.7


