
Introduction to the novel Maestro. Presents Vienna as a city with 

a rich musical tradition, and a continuing cultural relevance, but 

also as community with an historically ambiguous attitude towards 

its Jewish residents. The rise of Nazism, the party’s anti-Semitic 

attitudes and the events leading up to the expulsion of Jews and 

the accession of Austria in 1938 are described, along with subse-

quent events within Europe and the fate of exiled Jews. The 

Nazi’s use of music as a propaganda tool and their toleration of 

Jewish musicians in particular circumstances is also discussed. 
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