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Introduction to the life and musical achievement of Henry Pur-
cell. Provides a social context and considers the role of private
and public music making during the late 17th Century. The sig-
nificance of the Restoration for music making in England is em-
phasised and Purcell’'s work for the Court, the Chapel Royal and
the theatre under Royal patronage is explored. The peculiarly
English forms of musical theatre that evolve are considered
within a European context and Masques by Blow and Locke are
introduced, along with Purcell’'s opera Dido and Aeneas.

Appointed Keeper

of the King's Instruments

Purcell provides the
Coronation music

SAMPLE SLIDES

CUPIDY

AND

DE ‘Ai TH
Cupld Privae Enterin

SCENES & MUSICK,
and VOCALL & INSTRUMENTALL.

A Masque of the Interregnum

ment , repreented wich

G

Matthew Locke

Fourth entry: Distraught Nature

i Suite of dances

i Nature’s entrance and aria

iii Old men and women dance

iv  Song: ‘What will it, Death’

v Chorus: ‘O Love! O Death’

vi Soldiers’ dance

vii Nature’s song: ‘Change your fatal
bows’

viii Chorus: ‘Take pity, Gods’

Fifth entry: Mercury descends

i Dance suite

i hamberlain and apes’ entrance and
aria

i Apes and Satyr dance

iv. A symphony for Mercury’s entrance

v Mercury's aria

Vi Music for Elysium

vii Song: ‘Open, bless'd Elysian grove’

viii Chorus: ‘If this place be not heaven’

ix The Grand Dance
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