
Introduction to the life and work of George Orwell. From his birth 

in India and schooling in England, Orwell is followed to Burma 

where experience of Colonial life instilled in him a resentment of 

all forms of social injustice. His subsequent adventures on the 

road and experiences in the Spanish Civil War and World War II 

are described whilst his simultaneous careers as novelist, social 

commentator and journalist are examined. Orwell’s major novels 

are briefly discussed and several of his Essays are considered. 
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George Orwell 1903-1950

(Eric Arthur Blair)

Shooting an Elephant
1936

I perceived in this moment that when 

the white man turns tyrant it is his own 

freedom that he destroys.

As I PleaseLiterary Editor 

for The Tribune

1943-45


