
A brief survey of Western Music from its ancient beginnings 

to the early Baroque period. Considers the development of 

vocal music from monophony to polyphony, Gregorian 

Chant, Church Modes, the evolution of notation, Guido Mon-

aco, Hildegard of Bingen, secular music and the pilgrimage 

trail, the Mass, Machaut, courtly love songs, Ars Nova, 

Dufay, Josquin Desprez, the effect of the Reformation and 

Counter Reformation, Palestrina, the Italian and English 

Madrigal and the French chanson, dance music, Praetorious 

and the theorists, consorts and domestic music making, pub-

lic and ceremonial performances in Venice, origins of the 

concerto etc. 
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