NORTH BLACKBURN METHOUIST CRICKLT CLUB
ANNUAL REPORT
1976/77

FIRST XTI REPORT

This season saw another first for our club; a team playing
in the 'A' grade finals. ’

Seven wins, one draw (play washcd out), and three losses resulted in our
being in second position at the completion of the home and away matches.
It is interesting to note that during the season we defeated the other
three teams in the final four. K

Chasing a modest 171 in the semi-final, we could only manage 169, and
really this was the story in most of this scason's matches. Boasting a
strong batting line-up (on paper) in cach match it was generally our
bowlers who toiled hard and our batting which let us down,

Light of our batsmen had at least one score of over 50 during the season,
so the ability was there ~ but not consistency. Players should take a good
look at this and try to solve the probleii. Ferhups more concentration and
dedication would help. _

Ron Blake again excelled in the batting department; a left hand opening
batsman of Ron's capabilities will be very hard to replace., Good luck in
your new appointment in New Guinea, Ron. '

Ted Walsh, a newcomer to the club this season, more than acquitted
himself. Besides being a valuable allrounder, Ted's manner is an example
to all other players. _

There generally cxisted a good atmosphere of team spirit and co-operatlon
during this season, and this hclped make my job as captain much easier.

In closing I would like to thank Trevor Tombs for his assistance as ‘
vice-captain, the liller bovs for regularly helping us as twelfth men, and
to congratulate the second cleven and the Under 1L4s on winning their
respective premierships.

Russell Davison (captain)

SLCOND XTI RuPORT

This season saw NBMCC win its third senior premiership -
the first by a second eleven. There is no doubting the fact that it was
well deserved.

Undefeated at Christmas, we went on to finish the vear with ten victories,
two defeats and one draw for a total of 65 points.

Having lost 1975/76s lecading wicket taker Rob Coombs, century maker Col
Hosking and Trevor Baxter from our lineup before the season got underway,
we werc left with a few gaps to rill. .After the first few matches however,
their replacements seemed more than adccuate. nichael Walsh rejoined the
club, lan Toogood was dragged from an early retirement, and a rising star
in the person of Carey leadows appeared on the horizon. All looked well,

4d 1rons relished the opportunity to spearhead the attack this season,
and after a fine 8 for 25 in his first bowling spell of the season settled
down to some destructive bowling which had netted him 56 wickets by the
end of litarch. It is of particular comfort to a captain to have a bowler
of such determination and experience on rcady call,

In the second game lhike Valsh collected a match winning six wickets
against C2s most unpleasant team, and then continued to bowl consistently
throughout the season, providing valuable support for Zd. Chris Byrne
again filled the role of third seamcr and at times worked up a good deal
Of pace - he bowled one amazing ball to his little brother in the game
against the Baps, that Denn.s Lillee would have been proud of.

Once again the spinning department had its good days and its bad days,
but we were fortunate to have backup bowling telent in the persons of Rob
Hands, Craig Pittard and later, Phil Chapman. lan Toogood could always be
depended on to introuuce a bit of variety at five to six on the second day.

Our talented batting linecup knocked up some record scores this vear, and
provided much entertiinmcnt Three times the opening partnership exceeded
the hundred mark, and there were also century partnerships for the third
and sixth wickets. seven of our completed innings totalled over 200 - but
/e saved up our best performances for the finals. Totals of 5/368 and 330
were a good way to finish the season,

liike Walsh proved in the finals that he has the potential for producing
valuable batting performances. Too often this scason he was frustrated out
by bcing at thc wrong cnd of the wicket whilc the ball was being slathered
by his strike~hogging opcning partncr.




Consistent batting offorts were provided by both iike Hill and Carey ‘
lcadows, with varey also injceting & bit of class 1rto the ord,_n liike's
paticnec paid dividends tnls scason in the gamc against the Baps at the
High School, when faccd by grass a foot 1043 he dldn;t ailow the conditicns
to daunt him and sn0P>u a valuablée half ccensury.

The batting surprise of the scason was Rob Hands, whose scnsible knocks

J

2
at crucial momcnts ,D“wod great nromisc. unfortunately, Byrnecy couldn't
gulite recapture his batting form -of the previous scason - but at least his
mind weas on the job.

Ian Toogood added the neceszary. experiecnce to the thting this year, and
several times Ouﬁdﬂﬁ us to vic story —~ similarly, Phil Cheoman, on his
return to the club after Uhrlo"ﬂ43 stcadicd things down and showcd us some
¢ wwo lofted fours off
ng up his ton,

o}

ok in this year, but

3
shots we dian't cven know he had. "ho cen forget ©
the last two baljg of -the day in the final ~ to:bri

The lower part of thé order dida't get much of -2
I'm sure they are all capable batsmen, :

Our fielding ran hot and cold this season, but even when it was cold i
was clearly a notch above noss mtbu seains. fan looked after the OIf side
this season, and although hs dian't throw down the stunps as often as
usual, he did scoop up som:: umhﬂlng catches. Carcy also took a fe“ screamers
in the gully, and ud a a Dledu job in the batsme n S h¢p GOCngtso Rod
Clarke also proved maelf G
safe pair of hands curate returrs. :

Fortunately the k2t kubplﬂg department caused few worries this ssason
as Paul Bowden continued to improve bshind the stups.

1976/77 was a very sevisfying year for mes by task as cap'a1n was made
¢asy, thenlks largely to the support of our vice-captain Id, and sveryone
else who cffrrgd advice. Thanks also to our few, bubt regular supporiers
and to ever ; who contributed to s Tine season. We -are now aiming
to have nuﬁ 511u¢ A" grade for ths 193G/8% season. :
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Richard Stonz (captain)

UNDZR 16 (R

5 this year produczed a very 'imijﬁ“
¢ffors tc that of last geago: 1¢tnﬂu h loaded with talont, thsy rav

. blended to produce a eat 0“+ indicative of thzir potﬂqulalo
Although they lost only two m:Lchcs, statistically the team faired only
marginally better than their opponents. However 1976/77 was not without

- 1ts good points; and most importently, all the players enjoyed their
cricket. ' ‘

.. In mid-October we had an unusually long list of pluyers, Tut by the time
“the finals came around, the original 16 hed settled into a more comfortable
dozen. Captained by Glen pugdals, “he scam reached the Christmas break with
only one loss - but owing to bad weather and a forfzit. we only played

one morning of criclet betwsen Lecember and Larch. bonwequently we wani
into the semi lacking a 1little in %tne way of match prastice -~ and duly
suffered.

The season couldn’t have 0% Oorf vo0 a morc ¢xeiting otart - we won the
first two matches by the smaliest possiblie margin. Agai- ot Kerrimuir Glen
Dugdale dominated with five wizkess and 71 runs out of a total of 110, bui
Gary Rutherfcrd was the hero of the g;@e“s last momentsn, capturing the
final two wicketls in succecsive balls, with Kerriwmuirs trsal on 109,

Some tight bowli allowed ug to hold Blagnauxn South, oyt by one run,
but we had cur first defealt at the hands of Gibbsy's mob. Althoush beaten,
the game did have its bright spois. Two new batting talents established
themselves - Clen Yeatherley and wicketkeeper ark Barrett. Both boys were
to become our most consistent run scorers during the season.

A steady half century by lark, and o fine 37 not out by another vromising
cricketer, Frank Caldwell enablad ug to add almost siyty runs for the eighth
wicket in our match ageinst 411 Saints - a game vhich also provided Greg
Farrell with his best bowling ;wrﬁolmmncc for the season, 4 for 17.

Againgsy Blacky Baps, vet another bau*lnu balent'emerged in Brad Liddle.
Erad's L5 held our 1nnlrom together end heiped us on the way to another
victory., Opening bowler Ray Lehman wrapped things up when he bowled “he
last threc ODDOQWEJDI betsiten in the space of one mai den over,

The game against sshbyrton Pres. also had its interest. .ilthough Glen
Dugdale's boh;Lng was not alwavs ac curate this season, EhC“G was nodoubting
his effectiveness as a shock bowler - just ask Abhou“ton S opener. Another
bowler who caused a Tew sheeks Lag Steven Dowr. Seeve's rather innocuous
looking deliveries tumned into very ~ffentive leg~cubtters waich neltted him
three wickets, ' ‘

by
H
@
D]
s

;;>




Our onc¢ prc finals/post Christmas match was another thriller; not contcnt
mercly to beat Trollop's gang by onc run in the sccond match, wc thought
we'd prove the point and beat them again - by one run. ‘

Batting first, wc only managcd 71 in our cightecn overs, but some
aggressive (almost violent) bowling by our captain and a grcat cffort by
llark Uroscher le¢ft Blacky South onc run short oncc again. Not content with
his two wickets, !f.ark decided he would hurry things along and tricd to run
out the rest of the team - and he very nearly did.

It was in the semi final against Trinity down at Frog Hollow that liark
Lroscher finally came¢ good with the bat. Sent in to open for the first
time he procceded to play the defiant opener role and hung around for ages
scoring ten singles while his captain put together an amazingly disciplined
63. Then he went beserk hitting 18 runs off one over and finishing with
40 valuable runs. A rear guard action by Ross Soucher, ray Lehman and Tom
Honan enabled us to finish the day with o comfortable 221 puns. The next
week is best forgotten. Batting thrcc short, Trinity replied with 238. The
best excuse I can think of is that the prospcects of a long weekend down
the beach caused too many minds to wandcr.

With all the potential in this yesrs team, a third senior cleven next
season should be well scrved.

Thanks to all thc players mentioned, plus lark Pryn, Scott Ruthcrford
and Peter Hiscock for making it an enjoyable season - and thanks also to
those who helped with transport and unpiring,

Richard Stone (team manager)

UNDER 14 GR.UE REPORT

Our club should be proud of this undefeated, champion
team who proved vet again that they have cualities greater than any other
Junior team playing in the L3CCA. :
Solid batting partnerships, accurate bowling and excellent fielding
exhibitions in all of the ten matches played this season proved the value
of regular attendance at practise sessions held twice weekly over a period
of six ana a half months,
#ll fourteen registered players who formed this outrt-nding
provided highlights at some time during the¢ season. Their desing®o improve
the team's displays and to gain the widcst possible experience was clearly
shown when they continually invited their friends to participate at
training. B _
Teamwork brought them the premiership and the vital parts were as follows:
R, Burke - Batting. average $6,0! &1 not out in Semi; classic stroke player;
superb square lcg field,

P. Burke - idew fast bowler; took L/7 against Blacky Sth.; Little .ths champ. ;
excellent futurec. ,

G, Clark = Won 'Brownlow' count; LH fast bowler; r¢liable bat at No.l.

lieCrist - prilliant field, best arm cver secn; fast bowler with certainty

, potential. '

J. Cooper - Lxcellent No.3 batsman, average 36.2; good swing bowler;
Specialist point field. ‘

Do bugdale - Captain; great lecader; cxpress fast bowler; dashing batsman.

L. Hands - Fast bowler; took 21 wickets at 5.2; champion opening bowler;
brillisnt slip ficld.

~0Koskl - A4 true teamate to all; best attendance at practice; tireless
worker in field,

Doi:edwin - Fantastic batsman, H. 3. 52; took Rourke apart with new scoop batg

' wonderful team man; travelled hundreds of kilometres to play.
RoMiller - association opener; solid and steady; good leggy; safe field.
Joliiller - Wicketkeeper (U412 assoc.; youngest member of team; if vou can't

see him you'll hear him; batting average 23.5.
o Payne - Captain (pre-Christmas) champion opencr; 80 in final; gave team

' good start regularly; av. 50.7; Test material; good accurate

bowler, '
8. Powell - Good club man; will show true class ability next season; good
allrounder and adds value to team. .
K.'lard - Resl class player; good to watch; has many good strokes; fine
gully field and off spinnecr,

Put all the above talents in the good hands of kr,Bill Burke and senior
player ikob Hands and cricket was alive and full of enjoyment.

In closing, thanks are due to all parents and friends who graciously
helped with running the team - most of all for their presence amongst these

oun layers. . 5
ST Pedyers Kevin »iller ( team manager)



TWILIGHT REPORT

club came throug
both junior and senior took
5. 30 and darkness on

in

only our second cecson in the Twilight competition, the

Wednesday nights.

h undefeated to gain the premiership. Twenty two players,
part in the scries of six matches played betweer

. The opportunity to have a go legitimatelyv, enticed the venerable sSteven

heckenzie to make a comeback,

4gainst Koonung feights liacca went swisho for

LY retired - and turned in an agile performance behind the stumps. Mike

““alsh however,

spurred on by racist barracking, hit 28
over to finish with an unbeaten L46; just c¢linching the

runs from his final
regcord from liacca.

The signing of turf profcssional .ndrew Finter saw some“ﬁatting, bowling
~and fielding introduced to the normally less-than-copybook style of-
twilight cricket.
The bowling highlight of the sesson was the effort by Tony Chanter and
veteran Ld Irons to dismiss the Trinity side in four overs for only 27 runs.

Stuart Hall finally cast’ aside his
average with 26,5, and .ndrew hinter's 9

‘Yesleyan prouding to top the batting
wickets were taken at a cost of L.&

The twilight competition once again proved successful and enjoyable,

A'GRAUL

Points: 49

Position:

3

von:  lost: U4
Drawn: 1

YCo' GRADE
Points: 65

Position:
Wy 10 Lz

UNDER 16

1
2 D A1

Points: L7

Position:

E;

W: 7 L: 2 Dt A4~

UNDER 1

Points: 54

Pogition:
Is8 L:0

AWARDS

1
D: 2

1st. XI:
End; Xiﬂ
U/16;
U/14:

Greg Stone (secretary)

Averages R.Blake 39,7
aAggregate: R.Blake 397
Highest
score: fwChanter ¢Ono
BATTING
Average: R.stone 57.76
Aggregate: R.Stone 75
HS: R. stone 140 '

BATTING
Average: Ge ougdale 28,55

Aggregate: G. sugdale 257
HS5: Ge bugdale 71

BATTING
Average: R. Burke 86,0
aggregate: L. Payne 304
HS: Re Burke 81

BOLLIG
Average:s . '’alsh 1l4.4
liost wkts: B.WValsh/T. Tombs
o8t wkts 22

innings: ..Chanter 6/29

: Z.alsh 6/34

Average: . Irons 11,30
llost wkts: Z.Irons 56
M¥l: Z.Irons 8/25

Average: G, Dugdale 9.21
liost wkts: G.Dugdale 23
IWi: G.Dugdale 5/22

BOWLING
average: D, Hands 5.2
Most wktss L.Hands 21
MYI: Re.liller 5/16

Team champion - R.Blake, John Tombs Iliemorial Trophy-R. Blak

Best team man - 8. Chapman

Batting award - R.5tone, Bowling award - Ealrbns

Best allrounder - M. Walch

Team champion -

Go. Dugdale, liost improved - IV, Barrett

Team champion - D.Payne, Most improved - D.Hands

This year's winner of the 'Twilight Trophy' is Anthony Chanter

INTER -ASSOCIATION KMATCHES

that represented our association.

This year we again contributed to the U/21 team

Stuart

Hall (captain),

Steven Smith,

Tony Chanter, John Tamblyn played in matches before Christmas.
‘e also provided players for open age and junior matches played on

Australia vay; Tony Chanter went to

fea, and sStuart Hall played in Balwyn.

Glen Lugdale and Glen ‘eatherley frontcd up for the Under 16s, Bob Miller
and Joss lMiller played for the Under 14 and Under 412 tecams respectively,

COMMITTEES REPORT

The committee would like to congratulaye all teams for
their fine performances during the past scason. This year we recorded
3 premierships out of 5 teams - next season we want 7 out of 7 (at least).

The Committee (committee NBMCC)



NOXTH BLACKBURN MuTHOLIST CRICEST CLUB

4 GRAVE SEMI FINAL vs

NBLMCC 169
Tombs 9
Blake 10
Tamblyn &
stone &
Chantcr 3
Laxter 9

C2 GRADE SEMI I'INL v

NBMCC 5/368
Stone 140
‘Walsh 5C
Hill 24
licadows 10
Byrne 3

GRAD FINATL

NBECC 330
Stone L
alsh 78
Hill 27
Ilicadows 12
Chapman 101
Toogood L1

UNDER 16 SEMI FIN.L

vs

BURWOOD PRES,

°

Walsh L9
Davison 28&
omith 9
Hall 13no

1976/77 Wewshect No.6

Tost by 2 runs

BURWOOL PRLS. 171
Walsh 3/39
Tombs 3/43
Tamblyn 2/6

Blake 2/42

Chapman 4 Smith 0/2
Zxtras 18 Chanter 0/25
S, BLACKBURT BAPS. lon by 21 runs
BLACKBURN BAPS. 347
Chapman 62no Irons L/116
Toogood 58no Chapman 2/30
Lxtras 21 Stone 2/40
Bvrne 2/69
Hands 0/16
Walsh 0/59
vs. DELPLUENE MDTHS. YWon by 60 runs

Byrne 1
Hends 33
Bowden O
Irons 14no
Clarke L
Extras 15

TRINITY PRES,

Do

DELZPUENE 1THS. 270 and 5/138

Irons 4/68 I.eadows 2/19
Byrne 3/67 Irons 1/18
Walsh 2/60 Talsh 1424
lieadows 1/3 Hands 1/24
Hands 0/1 Byrne 0/11
Chapman 0/11 stone 0/25

3tone 0/22

Lost by 17 runs

NBHCC 221 TINITY PRES 238
Dugdale 63 Lehman 25 Dugdale L/60
Droscher 4O Boucher 24 Liddle 2/39
Weatherley 9 Uown 5 Caldwell 1/8
Barrett O Farrell O Down O/
Caldwell 9 Honan 12no Droscher 0/37
Liddle 9 Extras 25 Lehman 0/5L

UNDER 14 SEMI FINAL vse. KERRINUIR UNITLD Won by 155 runs

NBNCC 9/285 KERAXIKUIR UNITED 130
iller R 17  Ward 21 lMiller R 5/16
Payne 33 Burke & 81 Dugdale L4/36
Cooper 31 lkiller J 10 Hands 1/10
Dugdale 8 Hands 8no Clark 0/6
Clark 33 Burke P 1no Payne 0/14
liedwin 14 Ixtras 28 Cooper 0/17 Burke/P

0/17
GRAND WINAT vs., BL.CKBURN STH./BENNETTSNOOD Won by 138 runs

NBMCC 253 for 7 BLACKBURY STH. 115 and 3/50
Liller R 38  Medwin 24 Hands 1/2.4 Cooper 1/2
Payne 80 Tard 26 bugdale 3/26 Burke R 1/8
Cooper 28 Burke R 22no killer R 2/4 Medwin 1/9
cugdale 23 Iiller J 1no Payne 1/23 Burke P 0/4
Clark 1 Extras 10 Clark 0/24 Ward 0/7

Miller J 0/16



